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External Affairs Vice President
National Student Legislative Conference 2009 Application
Thank you for applying to attend the 2009 National Student Legislative Conference (LegCon) hosted by the United States Student Association!  Applications are due by February 12th at 5:00PM.  Please email your application as a word attachment to kortney.mcbride@gmail.com OR leave your completed paper application in the marked folder on the door of the EAVP office, located in room 218 on the second floor of Eshleman Hall. If you have any questions, please contact Kortney McBride at (805) 795-1996 or kortney.mcbride@gmail.com.

About LegCon:
The 2009 National Student Legislative Conference will be from March 20th-March 24th in Washington DC.  At the conference you will learn about issues affecting higher education. Some of the issues to be discussed over the weekend include the current federal budget and how the economic crisis will impact students.   Additionally, the conference will prepare you to effectively lobby your legislators and provide resources and information on careers and internships.  On the last day of the conference, you, along with students from across the nation, will be meeting with federal legislative offices to advocate for accessibility, affordability and quality of higher education across the nation.
Expectations:
We do not require that you have prior experience lobbying, nor have detailed knowledge of the issues that will be discussed over the weekend.  The conference is designed so that everyone can benefit and learn.  Additionally, you will be a part of the Berkeley delegation representing our campus. You will be the voice of over 30,000 Cal students on Capital Hill. Therefore, if you are chosen there will be a mandatory delegation meeting tentatively scheduled for February 17th from 7pm-8:30pm. There will also be a mandatory conference call after the delegation meeting. That call is tentatively schedules for February 26th from 7pm-7:45pm to discuss flight options to Washington DC.  You may also be asked to fill out a short evaluation of your experience upon our return to the Bay Area. We want to continue making this experience as enjoyable and educational as possible for future students, so your input is very important. The External Affairs Office will cover all housing, transportation, and conference registration.
 
Selection Process:
Unfortunately, the Office of External Affairs can only take a limited amount of students because of limited funding.  Therefore, we decided to have an application process. We will try our best to take as many students as possible.  A committee from the EAVP staff will be reviewing your applications.  We will contact you by February 14th to inform you of your acceptance.
 
National Student Legislative Conference APPLICATION

Please fill out the information below:
1) Name:
2) Year:
3) Major/Minor:
4) Phone:
5) Email:
        6) Organization Affiliations/Leadership Positions:
7) Do you have special dietary needs?
8) Do you have any other special needs (i.e. medical conditions)?
9) Would you be able to put a round trip plane ticket, from San Francisco International Airport to Dulles International Airport, on a credit card? (You will be reimbursed prior to departure)
Essay Questions:
10) Why do you want to attend the National Student Legislative Conference? (200 words or less)
11) Why is it important for students to talk directly to federal representatives and why is it important that UC Berkeley students are represented in Washington DC? (250 words or less)
12) What experience do you have working on student issues? What issue are you most passionate about and why? (200 words or less)
13) Please explain why this conference will beneficial to you and your communities? (200 words or less)     
            14)  (Optional) Is there anything else you would like us to take into consideration (struggles, experiences, sentiments) that reflects the purpose of LegCon? Also, USSA seeks a diverse delegation from all backgrounds. Please specify if you identify as any of the following: Womyn, Asian& Pacific Islander, Latin@/ Chican@, Middle Eastern, Native American/ American Indian, Black/ African Descent/ African American, Queer/ LGBTI, Student with Disability, International Student, Non-Traditional student (includes student parents, re-entry/ transfer students, first generation). (100 words or less)

*We also encourage you to apply to the Student Lobby Conference in Sacramento, due to the very limited number of spaces we have for this conference.
