ASUC BY-LAWS





Title VIII


Advocacy Agenda








ARITLCE I - ASUC ADVOCACY AGENDA





The ASUC Senate shall annually develop an Advocacy Agenda for the Association through the procedures herein. The Advocacy Agenda shall consist of a series of three (3) to four (4) areas including, but not limited to, campus life, academic policy, community affairs, the UC System, and state and national student concerns.





ARTICLE II - COLLECTION AND SUBMISSION OF ADVOCACY AGENDA ITEMS





2.1	The Executive Vice President-elect shall collect from ASUC officials and members of the student body at large, Issue Briefs proposing planks to be included in the ASUC Advocacy Agenda.





2.2	Issue Briefs shall include the problem to be addressed, what organization(s) or bodies have control over the problem, how the problem affects UC Berkeley Students, proposed policy goals, and potential strategies to implement the proposed policy goals.





2.3	The Executive Vice President shall begin collecting Issue Briefs during the preceding Spring Semester and shall continue to accept submissions at least through the day of the first Senate Meeting of the Fall Semester.  The Executive Vice President shall publicize to the campus community through the ASUC Web Page and campus publications the solicitation of Issue Briefs.





2.4	The Executive Vice President shall create Issue Briefs based on issues included in recent UCSA and ASUC Advocacy Agendas, and issues promoted by candidates during the ASUC Election that s/he deems appropriate.








ARTICLE III - FORMATION OF THE ADVOCACY AGENDA





3.1 	The Executive Vice President shall submit to the Senate a Bill in Support of the ASUC Advocacy Agenda at the first meeting of the Fall Session, which shall be the first numbered as the first Senate Bill for the session, and be referred to the Standing Committee on the Advocacy Agenda. This Bill shall include the Issue Briefs collected by the Executive Vice President.�


3.2	The Executive Vice President shall refer each Issue Brief to one of the three (3) to four (4) Issues Committees. Issue Briefs relating to the same or similar issue shall be referred to the same Advocacy Committee.�


3.3	 The Issues Committees shall consolidate and refine Issue Briefs, and develop proposed planks for inclusion in the ASUC Advocacy Agenda. Each proposed plank shall consist of short-term, medium-term, and long-term goals for the ASUC, and possible strategies for implementing these goals.�


3.4	The Issues Committees shall report each proposed plank to the ASUC Senate by the third Regular Meeting of the Fall Session. These planks shall be reported in order of the Issues Committee preference. The first preference plank of each Issues Committee shall make-up the Bill In Support of the Advocacy Agenda. At the time that all Issues Committees have reported each proposed plank to the Senate, the Bill In Support of the Advocacy Agenda shall be considered reported out of the Standing Committee on the Advocacy Agenda.





3.5	The Senate shall approve the Bill in Support of the Advocacy Agenda by a two-thirds vote of the Entire Senate.  If the Senate has not approved the Advocacy Agenda by the Fifth Regular Meeting of the Fall Semester, than the Senate may not transact any other business until it is approved.








ARTICLE IV - ISSUES/ADVOCACY COMMITTEES





4.1	There shall be three (3) to four (4) Advocacy Committees, each consisting of no less than five (5) and no more than seven (7) Senators and one (1) student-at-large.  The membership of each Advocacy Committee shall be appointed by the Executive Vice President and approved by a two-thirds vote of the entire Senate. Each Advocacy Committee may also consist of any non-voting members as the Committee deems necessary and proper. Prior to adoption of the Advocacy Agenda, Advocacy Committees may be referred to as “Issues Committees.”





4.2	Each Senator shall serve on exactly one (1) Advocacy Committee.





4.3	Prior to Adoption of the ASUC Advocacy Agenda, each Advocacy Committee shall be assigned a numeral to designate it.





4.4	Following adoption of the ASUC Advocacy Agenda, each Advocacy Committee shall be assigned one (1) plank of the ASUC Advocacy Agenda to be responsible for, and a name corresponding to the plank.  The Executive Vice President shall, within one (1) week of the adoption of the Advocacy Agenda, reappoint the membership of each Advocacy Committee with approval by a two-thirds vote of the entire Senate.





4.5	Each Advocacy Committee shall develop strategies for implementing each plank of the ASUC Advocacy Agenda.





4.6	Issues Committees shall meet each week prior to the adoption of the Advocacy Agenda.  Each Advocacy Committee shall hold a planning meeting in the week following the adoption of the Advocacy Agenda and at least every two (2) weeks thereafter.





4.7	In addition to regular meetings, the Advocacy Committee shall plan and coordinate events and projects to be undertaken according to the Advocacy Agenda plank.





4.8	For the purpose of attendance requirements only, Issues/Advocacy Committees shall be considered Standing Committees of the ASUC Senate.








ARTICLE V - STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE ADVOCACY AGENDA





5.1	The Standing Committee on the Advocacy Agenda shall consist of three (3) to four (4) Senators, the President, and the Executive Vice President. The three (3) to four (4) Senators shall be the chairs of each Advocacy Committee. Each Senator on the Standing Committee on the Advocacy Agenda shall also sit on one other standing committee.





5.2	The Executive Vice President shall be the Chair of the Standing Committee on the Advocacy Agenda.





5.3	The Standing Committee on the Advocacy Agenda shall:





1.	Be responsible for the implementation of the ASUC Advocacy Agenda as a whole;





2.	Coordinate the activities of the Advocacy Committees;





3.	Oversee the action of each Advocacy Committee;





4.	Control the funds allocated to the ASUC Advocacy Agenda








ARTICLE VI – FUNDING





	The Senate shall, during the Spring Budgeting Process, annually allocated funds sufficient to carry out the 	ASUC Advocacy Agenda. In no case shall the Senate allocate funds less than $800 to the 	Standing Committee on the ASUC Advocacy Agenda.





In the event that an ASUC Advocacy Agenda Committee partakes in a project or event requiring funding, a budget shall be submitted by an ASUC Advocacy Committee to the Standing Committee on the Advocacy Agenda. This budget shall be reviewed at the following meeting of the Standing Committee on the Advocacy Agenda and must be approved by a two-thirds majority for the allocation to be effective.�


No ASUC funds other than those of the Standing Committee on the Advocacy Agenda shall be spent by ASUC Advocacy Agenda Committees.





The use of Standing Committee on the Advocacy Agenda funds shall be subject to all spending restrictions pursuant to clause 3.2.1 of the ASUC By-Laws.





Unused Standing Committee on the Advocacy Agenda funds shall be deferred back to the ASUC Contingency Fund on the final meeting of the Spring Semester.





ARTICLE VII - AMENDMENTS TO THE ADVOCACY AGENDA





7.1	Each Advocacy Committee may alter the strategies for implementing its designated plank of the ASUC Advocacy Agenda, provided that the Standing Committee on the Advocacy Agenda may review and reverse such changes.





7.2	Individual planks of the ASUC Advocacy Agenda may be substituted by a two-thirds vote of the Entire Senate.
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